Is your healthcare setting making any of these frequently
reported errors in administering vaccines? Although some of
these errors are much more serious than others, none of them
should occur. Be sure those who administer vaccines are not
making any of these preventable errors in vaccine administration.

Note: Information about reporting vaccine administration
errors is found at the end of this article.

error: Not using a screening checklist to identify patients’
contraindications and precautions to vaccination

How to Avoid This Error: Always use a reliable screening question-
naire to consistently avoid either 1) giving a vaccine to a patient
for whom it is contraindicated (a serious, potentially life-threatening
situation), or 2) missing opportunities to vaccinate because of
false contraindications (which can also be life-threatening, as they
can leave a patient exposed to a vaccine-preventable disease).

Helpful Resources: Use IAC’s screening checklists, such as Screening
Checklist for Contraindications to Vaccines for Children and Teens
and Screening Checklist for Contraindications to Vaccines for Adults
(both reviewed by CDC) available at www.immunize.org/handouts/
screening-vaccines.asp. CDC’s Vaccine Contraindications and
Precautions web page: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/acip-recs/
general-recs/contraindications.html.

error: Administering the wrong vaccine due to similarities
in vaccine names (e.g., DTaP for Tdap, zoster for varicella,
PPSV23 for PCV13)

How to Avoid This Error: Check the vial label 3 TIMES! Such

errors often involve vaccines whose generic or trade names look
or sound alike (e.g., Tdap and DTaP, Adacel and Daptacel), or that
have similar packaging, so store such vaccines separately and
mark them clearly in your storage unit as well as on the patient’s
vaccine tray. Other times, vaccines are mixed up when vaccinating
multiple family members, such as siblings, on the same visit. Pre-
pare vaccines needed for one family member at a time, and always
verify names and birthdates for the patient receiving the vaccines.

What to do after such an error: The parent/patient should be told
the wrong vaccine was given. Provide the correct vaccine, if neces-
sary, with correct spacing, if necessary (for more details about
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error: Administering a vaccine after the expiration date
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Don’t Be Guilty of These Preventable Errors in Vaccine Administration (continued)
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error: Giving two doses of live injectable or nasally
administered vaccines too close together (leading to potential
interference between these vaccines)

How to Avoid This Error: Ask patients if they have received any
recent vaccinations (“Have you (or has your child) received any
vaccinations in the past 4 weeks?” is a question on IAC’s screening
checklist for contraindications). Check the person’s record in
your state registry.

What to do after such an error: If two live injectable or nasally admin-
istered virus vaccines are administered less than 4 weeks apart
and not on the same day, the vaccine given second should be con-
sidered invalid and be repeated. The repeat dose should be admin-
istered at least 4 weeks after the INVALID dose.

Note: Oral vaccines (Ty21a typhoid vaccine, rotavirus and cholera)
can be administered simultaneously or at any interval before or
after other live vaccines (injectable or intranasal) if indicated.
One pair that is an exception is TY21a and cholera. Cholera vaccine
should be administered before TY21a vaccine, and 8 hours should






